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This checklist will help
you gather the
information and
resources you may heed
in case of a flu pandemic.

Frederick County Health Department

The Path

To Preparedness

What is Pandemic Flu?

A pandemic is a global disease outbreak. A flu pandemic occurs when a new influenza virus emerges
for which people have little or no immunity and for which there is no vaccine. The disease spreads
easily person-to-person, causes serious illness, and can sweep across the country and around the
world in very short time.

It is difficult to predict when the next influenza pandemic will occur or how severe it will be. Wherever
and whenever a pandemic starts, everyone around the world is at risk. Countries might, through
measures such as border closures and travel restrictions, delay arrival of the virus, but cannot stop it.

Is There a Vaccine?

A pandemic vaccine cannot be produced until a new pandemic influenza virus emerges and is
identified. Even after a pandemic influenza virus has been identified, it could take at least 6 months
to develop, test and produce vaccine.

How Are We Preparing?

The effects of a pandemic can be lessened if preparations are made ahead of time. Planning and
preparation information and checklists are being prepared for various sectors of society, including
information for individuals and families. For further planning information visit http://www.ready.gov/

The massive mortality due to the influenza epidemic in October of 1918 in Kansas.
This is representative of what happened in every state in the nation.

Follow “The Path” for your monthly updates on
Preparedness Planning.
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